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From the Reference Desk
by Tom Gilson (Associate Editor, Against the Grain, and Head of Reference Emeritus, College of Charleston,
Charleston, SC 29401) <gilsont@cofc.edu>

T

he SAGE Encyclopedia of War: Social Science Perspectives (2017, 9781483359892, $650) is a four-volume
set recently pubished by SAGE Publishing.
Edited by Tufts University professor Paul
Joseph, this reference critically examines
war as far more than a military exercise. In
some 650 entries, the essays here view war
from the vantage point of social sciences as
diverse as economics, psychology, sociology,
political science, the law, and communication
and mass media.
While there is discussion of specific battles,
weaponry, and tactics, the bulk of this reference
is devoted to the social dimensions of war including its impacts on individuals and families,
racial and ethnic groups, and entire nations and
cultures. In addition, there are articles that detail underlying concepts and theories related to
war as well as those discussing war’s environmental impacts; psychological ramifications,
religious elements; and economic factors, not
to mention tools for preventing and managing
conflict like diplomacy and deterrence.
Each entry offers historical context as well
as specific observations in a straightforward,
fact-filled fashion. The articles are well researched and grounded in serious scholarship
and should be equally valued by the serious
student and the interested lay reader. Solid
bibliographies are provided for each article
leading to other helpful sources. Although
there is little to no illustration in these volumes,
the text layout is visually attractive and easy
to read. Access to the articles is provided via
numerous “see also” references,
a comprehensive and well-designed general index, and a
useful reader’s guide organized
by broad categories.
The SAGE Encyclopedia
of War: Social Science Perspectives adds an important
non-military frame of reference
to the study and understanding
of war and conflict. Like all
fine subject encyclopedias, it
encapsulates a great deal of
research on a broad range of related topics. Mr. Joseph and his contributors
have done researchers a service in providing
a scholarly, but reader friendly source of
background information that students
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will find valuable in both starting their
explorations and in answering specific questions. In short, they have created a valuable
reference work that well rounded academic
library collections should gladly welcome.
An online version of the SAGE Encyclopedia of War: Social Science Perspectives is
available on the SAGE Knowledge platform.
The Complete Book of 2000s Broadway
Musicals (2017, 978-1442278004, $125) is
the latest in author Dan Dietz’s collection of reference
works on Broadway musicals.
All published by Rowman &
Littlefield, Mr. Dietz’s books
offer coverage of each musical
performed on Broadway during
every decade starting with the
1940s. In all his prior works,
he examines each musical in
rich detail and this new volume
is no exception.
The book starts with an
introduction that enumerates
the type of productions performed ranging
from book musicals to magic revues and from
revivals to plays with incidental songs. This
is followed by a brief analysis of the decade
and how its productions match up with past
decades. A total of 213 revues and musicals
are listed with the basic arrangement of the
volume being chronological by annual season
and opening date.
Each entry has a wealth
of information including the
theater where the musical was
performed; the numbers of
performances; who wrote the
book, lyrics and music; the
director; the cast members; the
number of acts; and each musical number performed during
each act in addition to the names
of the performers. This key data
is followed by a descriptive
and evaluative essay informed
by quotes from
various reviews as well as
the expertise of the author. If
warranted, a list of any awards
or nominations received is also
provided.
The Complete Book of
2000s Broadway Musicals is an
obvious labor of love. The care
and effort taken in assembling
this level of detail is impressive,
not to mention the knowledge
of musical theater required to
write such informed essays.
Readers from the serious scholar to the enthusiastic fan will find value and enjoyment in this
reference. This book is a natural addition for

both academic and public libraries where there
is interest in musical theater. Given the topic’s
level of popular appeal, many libraries may
want to place an added copy in circulation. And
aside from libraries, a number of individuals
will also be tempted to add it to their personal
collections.
Salem Press has recently updated an important title in its Health series of reference
works. Edited by Michael A. Buratovich and
Laurie Jackson-Grusby, Salem Health: Cancer, 2nd Edition (2016, 978-1619259508,
$455) is a four-volume set that
offers updated information
about multiple aspects of a
disease that impacts millions
of individuals and their families every day. In total there
are some 900 articles devoted
to explaining the facts about
cancer in these volumes.
For ease of use and to give
readers a full sense of the coverage, the set is arranged in ten categories
with essays listed alphabetically within each
category. The essays range in length from
400 to 2,000 words. Coverage starts with discussions of specific diseases, symptoms, and
conditions and then moves on to medical specialties, cancer related organizations, social and
personal issues, cancer biology, carcinogens
and suspected carcinogens, chemotherapy and
other drugs, complementary and alternative
therapies, lifestyle and prevention and finally
procedures.
As is the practice in Salem publications,
standard formats are used for the essays to ensure uniform quality coverage and direct access
to the most pertinent information. Given the
differing requirements of the categories in this
reference, six different formats are used. The
contributors to the set are medical professionals and the information they provide in these
essays is objective, factual and informed. Care
has also been taken so that the information provided is as straightforward and
understandable as possible. The
physical layout is well designed
and includes numerous charts,
tables, and photos that enhance
and help inform the text. Other
value added features include
an appendix that lists drugs by
trade name, as well as those that
list and describe associations
and agencies, cancer centers
and hospitals, cancer support
groups, and suspected carcinogens. In addition, there is a
helpful glossary, an extensive
bibliography of sources referenced in the set,
and a general subject index.
continued on page 42
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from page 41
This new version of Salem Health: Cancer
is a welcomed update of the 2009 edition. It
provides essential information in a well-organized accessible reference that will be of value
to patrons ranging from high school students
to lower level undergraduates doing papers to
patients and their family seeking understandable, candid background information about
their conditions and options. High school,
public and undergraduate libraries should all
give it serious consideration.
As is the case with all Salem Press reference works, access to the online version is
included with a print purchase.

Extra Servings

Salem Press has just released a couple of
new titles:
• Great Events from History: The
21st Century, 2000-2016 (May
2017, ISBN: 978-1-68217-305-3,
$295; eISBN: 978-1-68217-306-0,
eBook Single User Price: $295) is a
new three-volume set that “continues
Salem’s award-winning coverage
into the twenty-first century, providing thoughtful, detailed essays
on major events between 2000 and
2016… This text documents it all-the
9/11 attack on the Twin Towers, the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, natural
disasters around the globe, the election of the first African-American
President…”
• Defining Documents in World
History: Nationalism & Populism
(320 B.C.E.-2016 C.E.) (May 2017,
ISBN: 978-1-68217-293-3, $295;
eISBN: 978-1-68217-294-0, eBook
Single User Price: $295.) is a twovolume work that “investigates
important historical documents from
influential nationalist and populist
movements from countries and
territories around the globe. Readers
will find in-depth analysis of a broad
range of historical documents,

Wryly Noted
from page 40
George Whitman. I had him all to myself that
afternoon and he generously told me stories of
Samuel Becket who was a regular customer
and a favorite author of both of us. I half expected to see Beckett come in the shop while I
was there. I too took inspiration enough from
George Whitman to eventually open my own
bookshop which I named the Madeleine in
honor of the time I spent in Paris that winter.
I never got to live in the shop, much to
my regret, but I have heard many stories from
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historic events and speeches from
leaders that shaped these ideas
and movements, combined with
documents that define Nationalism
and Populism in today’s society
and how they affect politics,
ethnic relations, democracy and
international tensions…”
ABC-CLIO Greenwood has added a few
titles:
• War and Religion: An Encyclopedia
of Faith and Conflict (March 2017,
ISBN: 978-1-61069-516-9, $ 310;
eISBN: 978-1-61069-517-6, call
for prices) is a three–volume set by
Jeffrey M. Shaw and Timothy J.
Demy. This reference “provides a
complete guide for readers investigating the crucial interplay between
war and religion from ancient times
until today, enabling a deeper understanding of the role of religious wars
across cultures… This all-inclusive
reference work will serve readers
researching specific religious traditions, historical eras, wars, battles,
or influential individuals across all
time periods…”
• Economics: The Definitive Encyclopedia from Theory to Practice
(March 2017, ISBN: 978-0-31339707-3, $399; eISBN: 978-0-31339708-0, call for prices) is edited
by David A. Dieterle. It is a “comprehensive four-volume resource
that explains more than 800 topics
within the foundations of economics,
macroeconomics, microeconomics,
and global economics, all presented
in an easy-to-read format… This
expansive reference set serves to
establish basic economic literacy of
students and researchers, providing
more than 800 objective and factually driven entries on all the major
themes and topics in economics…”
Academic Press has published a couple of
substantial sets recently:
• The Encyclopedia of Evolutionary Biology (2016, ISBN:
9780128000496, $1575, eISBN:

those who did. In the 1960s a friend of mine
bunked in the free lodging space upstairs of the
shop with Eldridge Cleaver who was on the
lam from the police and the courts back home.
George Whitman passed away in 2011,
two days after his ninety-eighth birthday. He
lived by his twin credos: “The book business
is the business of life,” and “I’m tired of people
saying they don’t have time to read. I don’t
have time for anything else!”
I hope you too can read this wonderful book
and that you too take inspiration from this one
of a kind literary treasure.

9780128004265, 1575; Bundle:
$1890) is a four-volume work edited
by Richard Kliman that “provides
a fully comprehensive review of the
field in an easy to search structure.
Under the collective leadership of
fifteen distinguished section editors,
it is comprised of articles written
by leading experts in the field, providing a full review of the current
status of each topic. The articles are
up-to-date and fully illustrated with
in-text references that allow readers
to easily access primary literature…”
• The Encyclopedia of Immunobiology (2016, ISBN: 9780123742797,
$2450; eISBN: 9780080921525,
$2450; Bundle: $2940) is edited by
Michael Ratcliffe and consists of
five-volumes that provide “the largest integrated source of immunological knowledge currently available. It
consists of broad ranging, validated
summaries on all of the major topics
in the field as written by a team of
leading experts. The large number of
topics covered is relevant to a wide
range of scientists working on experimental and clinical immunology,
microbiology, biochemistry, genetics, veterinary science, physiology,
and hematology…”
Bloomsbury Academic has a new work
in the offing:
• A Cultural History of Theatre (Nov.
2017, ISBN: 9781472585844, $550)
is edited by Christopher B. Balme,
Tracy C. Davis and “presents an
authoritative survey from ancient
times to the present. The set of six
volumes covers a span of 2,500
years, tracing the complexity of the
interactions between theatre and
culture… Each volume discusses
the same themes in its chapters
… This structure offers readers a
broad overview of a period within
each volume or the opportunity to
follow a theme through history by
reading the relevant chapter across
volumes…”

Rumors
from page 32
Society’s Max Planck Digital Library. The
Max Planck Digital Library (MPDL) in
Munich is a central unit of the Max Planck
Society that supports scientists from all Max
Planck Institutes with a broad portfolio of
services in the fields of information provision,
publication support and research data management. In the era of digital information, big data,
the World Wide Web and web-based collaboration, MPDL makes a substantial contribution to
continued on page 57
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